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Love (n): A very strong feeling of affection between bodies.

Such a simple meaning, isn’t? In fact, upon the moment we came
to this world, as we grow up, we live, this abstract but true thing—
love, surrounds us.

lood is thicker than water.

Parents are always the
ones who love us most in
the world. Remember the
painfulness while laboring in
the surgery room; remember the
happiness our parents had while
feeding us who are still naughty
children; remember the hardship
they face when go to work in
order to earn money to support
the family. That is why the second
Sunday of May and the third
Sunday of June are set to be
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
respectively. However, don’t think
that having parents is granted,
Harry Potter is in these few
exceptions: He could only take a
glance at his parents in a mirror as
his parents are killed by the Evil
Voldemort when he was born. In
comparison with Harry, Miss Lucie
Manette in “A Tale of Two Cities”,
written by Charles Dickens, was
far better. Lucie’s father was
innocently imprisoned for 18 years
in France. At first, she thought her

dad must have died. Luckily, she
was able to re-meet her dad with
the help of others.

When you grow up and become
an adult, you may get married
with your lover who will love,
share, live, even die with you.
Romeo and Juliet is the case---
they loved each other very much
but ironically, their families
were enemies that their love was
forbidden. Finally, they committed
suicide and sacrificed for their
true love. Of course, your another
half always shares bliss and
misfortune with you together.

Just like the Hong Kong couple
who was clashed out into the

sea by tsunami in Thailand

about three months ago. In the
six hours floating on the sea,

they encouraged each other by
recalling their joyful memory
before getting married and the life
living with their daughters. By
this, they were able to stay awake
and wait for someone to rescue
them.

No one in the world is an
1solated island. Human is a social
animal, therefore we need friends.
Someone may question, ‘T won’t
love” my friends or I will be seen
as being “homosexual”!” It must be
noted that love does exist in friend
ships, but in another form---trust.
An intimate friend is always your
sympathizer, as long as a supporter,
even your emancipator in danger.
For example, in ‘The Lion And The
Shepherd’ by Aesop, the Shepherd
courageously helped the lion to
remove a painful spur on its back.
When the Shepherd was unjustly
sentenced to death, the lion rescued
the Shepherd. In addition, Harry
Potter has two boon companions:
Ron and Hermione, who were
unsung heroes fearlessly assisted
Harry to get the Sorcerer’s Stone
out of Evil Voldemort’s hand.




o a larger degree, we love the
Tplace we live---Hong Kong.
Maybe you are unaware of that but
it does exist. After September 11
terrorist attacks on
World Trade Centre ,/l)
in USA in 2001,

Americans’ love e

towards their country,
or called patriotism,
was recalled and
upheld. 24 hours after
the attacks, millions
of Americans rushed
to blood-donation
centres and charity

hand to victims. That

down on a cold-blooded and pitiful
society. On the other hand, ‘King
Lear’ by William Shakespeare

(P I |
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is why President Bush said, ‘In the
past, Americans seem like living
on the same continent; now, we are
in the same country.” Come back
and look at ourselves
again, how can we
show our love towards
Hong Kong? In the
first place, we should
be a good citizen:

not only to abide by
the law, but also with
public-mindedness. It
means both keeping
public places clean
and more importantly,
caring for the needy
such as elderly who

depicts vividly a family tragedy:
The old King Lear had three
daughters---with the two elder
ones married while the youngest
one was not. He would like to
pass his kingdom to his daughters
and so he claimed that he would
give his kingdom to the daughter,
whom he thought, loved him most.
Unfortunately, he mistakably
gave his kingdom to his two elder
but ungrateful daughters while
nothing to his youngest but the
best daughter. Soon, the two elder

are living
alone.

Some naive
skeptics may
question,
‘What would
follow if
love does not
exist between
people?’.

The most obvious case is in ‘A
Tale of Two Cities’ again. In the
fiction, even going out of home
was risky where mobs and thieves
are present; passengers of a horse
wheel did not trust their drivers;
even though best friends were in

‘?\_T{\LE OF

I'TT1EC

doubt of each other! All these fall

daughters showed their real face:
they cruelly expelled their father
out of the kingdom. Finally, King
Lear could not withstand this
setback and went insane.

In spite of the above tragedies,
if each of us can move forwards
a bit and try to care, love others,
I believe our family, our society,
our Hong Kong will become more
stable and harmonic. Let’s work
together and strive for a Utopia!




In the past, even after the Industrial Revolution and 50 years before
now, human is a nature follower: We spread seeds on farmland to get
some products to eat, no matter how bad in taste and how unattractive
the products were; when we get some fatal diseases like AIDS, we could
do nothing but wait for die. As it emerges, we can control the size,
shape, color even the nutrition value of the food we eat; we can go into
a body tissue and repair the damages cells for treating the diseases.
This is our future, the “Third Industrial Revolution”—biotechnology.

his is not a new word: since the

discovery of the double-helix structure
of DNA and improvements in research
apparatus, biotechnology rises up quickly.
Today, it can mainly be divided into two
aspects: application of biological principles
like making medicines and producing
genetically modified food (GM food);
alongside the recombinant DNA such as
cloning of animals and human organs.

Hearing the word ‘Biotechnology’, the

first thing comes across my mind is the
inventions of medicines curing aging and
fatal diseases. Illnesses, for examples,
Parkinson’s disease which is the abnormal
operation of protein can now be cured by
injecting enzymes to repair and overhaul
the wrong protein. Besides, Alzheimer’s
Disease, or Huntington Disease which is
the malfunction of elderly brains can now
be prevented by taking in cholesterol-
level-lowering medicines with the injection
of enzyme inhibitor. More importantly,

the notorious AIDS, Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, is no longer a
fateful threshold to patients thanks to the
invention of ‘Cocktail’ treatment by Doctor
David Ho in 1996.

Not only does biotechnology benefit

our health, but also what we eat. As

the laureate of 1970 Nobel Peace Prize
Norman Borlaug suggested, ‘We are now
in a dilemma---either to improve yield

of our farmland in poor countries or to
cut more trees so as to provide sufficient
land for the production of food to cope
with the “population explosion”.” The
emergence of biotechnology helps solve
this dilemma. With the ushering in of GM
food, productivity of farmland is greatly
increased. Considering that crops have
become pesticide-resisting. For instance,
a kind of rice called ‘Golden Rice’ has
been introduced in some African countries
which is genetically modified so that it is
rich in vitamin A. Vitamin A is a crucial
element in treating blindness which is
common in Africa. In addition, do you
know that the Soya bean we drink daily is
made from GM bean?




f you talked with somebody about biotechnology, it is a must
to explain the term ‘cloning’. Cloning refers to the duplica-
tion of an organism using its genetic information to make an
identical copy of oneself. The most well-known proof came
up in 1996 again: the successful cloning of the first animal in
the world---a sheep named Dolly which was the only success-
ful cloning after 277 times of failure. Unfortunately, it died
last year. Despite this, the reports on the successful cloning
of other animals like cow, cat and horse make us nearer and
nearer to human’s long-awaited dream: the continuity of one-
self after his/her death. That means you may be able to pro-
duce another ‘you’ having exactly the same characteristics
as you! Furthermore, the use of therapeutic cloning makes mil-
lions of patients who are waiting for an organ transplant hope-
ful. By using biotechnology, stem cells can be extracted from
embryo with the intention of being used to develop into human
organs.

However, you cannot have a cake and eat it. The fast
spreading of biotechnology has worried many people.
For the GM food, it is noteworthy that its effects on natural
ecosystem are still not dispelled. No one knows if these food
may be brought by wind to other places in the world and
lead to mutation of natural organisms. Meanwhile, there are
fears on cloning technology. How should you call the cloned
‘you’? Your clone? Your sibling? Or your child? Moreover, .
cloning is not 100% successful. What shell we do if we acci- £
dentally produced a Frankenstein or Godzilla?! r

Recently, the 10-year apping of human DNA se-
quence has completed. As the holder of the project said,
“This is the end of the project; this is the beginning of
another half of the story: the investigation and ap-
plication of the sequence.” With the DNA sequence,
the impacts of biotechnology can be looked intoa
and eventually be resolved. Let us look forward and
see how this ‘“Third Industrial Revolution’ affects our
future!

Davin Chan Ka Ho




In Hong Kong, there is no war, no political turmoil. All the people
in Hong Kong live in peace. Have you ever thought about the people
in Baghdad, Iraq? They had suffered terrible lives due to wars for
many years and were used to live under the governance of a dictator

— Saddam Hussein.

here is Iraq? Iraq is
located at the south-
western part of Asia.

She is surrounded by six
countries: namely Turkey,
Iran, Syria, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait. On
the south- eastern part of
Iraq is the Persian Gulf.

Before the war in 2003,
Iraq had experienced an eight-year
war with Iran form 1980 — 1988
and the Gulf War in 1991.

In 1995, the poverty problem
of Iraq was getting worse. She
asked the United Nations for © Qil
for good deal *, allowed her to
export the petroleum to exchange
food and medicines. In 1998, Iraq
stopped cooperate with United
Nations, America and United

Kingdom launched *
Dessert Fox * military

In 2002, US President
George.W. Bush
defined Iraq as one
of the © axes of evil °,

. and proposed military
action against Iraq.

As a result, America
requested for military acton on
Iraq in the United Nations, but
she was disapproved by China,
France and Russia. "

In 18th March :
2003, America sent
the last diplomatic
note to Saddam,
warning him and
his son leaving Iraq
within 48 hours. In
20th March 2003,

action and bombing Iraq.

America, Britain, Australia and
Spain attacked Iraq without the
permission of United Nations.

How did Iraq suffered after the
war?

Medical treatment and
Jacilities:

Before the war, all the people
of Iraq could enjoy medical
welfare. However, the welfare
terminated after the war. Also,
many medical facilities were
destroyed during the
attack of the US. In the
southern part of Iraq, air,
| land and water resources
fl were contaminated. As
f | aresult, many diseases
o such as diarrhea and
pneumonia became the
killers of children.




Water and power supplies:

Iraq used to have power plants
for local power supply and a
reliable water supply system
in the past. After the war, the
damaged power plants had not
been repaired. There is a long
period that electricity supply was
not available . To recover the
power supply system, it requires
more than 1 billion US dollar but
the income of Iraq is only about
1000 million per year.

Education:

Children in Iraq could receive
free primary and secondary
education before the war.
Unfortunately, the educational
resources were in shortage after
the war. More than 10% of
teachers gave up their jobs and

found some other ways to earn
for living. The illiteracy rate in
Iraq increases rapidly by 5% per
year.

How about the situation in
Hong Kong?

For medical treatment
and facilities, Hong Kong
has Government and private
hospitals. All permanent Hong
Kong resident can enjoy the
medical welfare provided by the
Government, such as 24 hours
Accident and Emergency (A&E)
t services, low hospital fee in
Government hospitals etc.

For water and power supplies,
Hong Kong has her own
reservoirs. Also the government
buys Dongjiang water
from the mainland.
And Hong Kong
has two electrical
supply companies:
Hong Kong
Electric Company
Limited and
China Light

Co Ltd. In these years, we never
experience the day when no
water comes out from the tap.

For the education, we enjoy
a nine-year free compulsory
education from primary 1 to
secondary 3. From secondary 4
and so on, we can have financial
aid from the government, if
necessary.

After reading this article, I
hope all of you understand
you are blessed since
you live in Hong
Kong. Be content
with what you have
already enjoyed and
help the needy as
much as you

& power
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Looking into the mystery-

what can you see behind the front gate of the university?

Lawpyer; doctor; businessman...what do you want to be in the future? No matter what your
termanal goal vs, university may be an intermediate station i your journey. Feel curious about
the mysteries in the university? Let’s see how our alumni comment on his current university life .

Name: Chan Kai Yuen
Year of graduation from SS: 2004

University: Hong Kong University

Programme: civil engineering (Yearl)

Q: Are there any differences between the university and the secondary school?

A: Yes, surely there is a lot in many aspects. For instance, you don’t need to stay in the classroom all day
long. While you have to face the teachers 7 hours a day in the secondary school, you can enjoy more free time
for self-study in the library or chatting with friends.

Q: So do you find any difficulties in adapting the changes?

A: Not at all. Before the first semester, an orientation camp was organized for all the new entrants. The
mentors shared their experiences in the university and it really helps ease our mind. Also, my schoolmates
are very willing to give a helping hand to me whenever I am in trouble.

Q: What do you feel about your programme?

A: It is quite challenging. We have to deal with a lot of laboratory work. Usually we are not taught how to do
the experiments before. We learn it when we are doing the experiment. Though the tutors and the assistants
guide you throughout the experiment, we still have to overcome many difficulties ourselves.

Q: Which one do you like more to study in, the university or secondary school?

A: University life is new and exciting but the years in Salesian English School gave me much more than
that. I can make good friends more easily in the secondary school as you spend most of your time with your
classmates. After I become an undergraduate in HKU, I still maintain close contacts with my friends in F.6
and 7 and we still have gatherings frequently.

Q: Would you like to give some study tips to the students in Salesian English School?

A: In the past, | saw many students blame on their teachers and make it as an excuse for the decline in their
study. But in university, we have to learn how to depend on ourselves in study as the professors’ help is quite
limited. We are no longer babies and have to be responsible for our study. Blaming on others cannot help you
achieve a better grade, you must learn how to learn by yourself.




BRAVE NEwW WORLD

Technology is advancing like an untamed horse-
--some optimistic scientists even predict that
diseases, war and pollution will be totally eliminated
in 50 years; the future of human will be bright,
peaceful and comfortable. Our world is approaching
unprecedented stability, but is this “perfect” world
as “perfect” as we think?

In “Brave New World”, we are capable of seeing
parts of the picture as described in the above “perfect”
society: the world became a single &=
country with no more diseases |
under the control of the “Ford”; |
The society was clearly divided | g
into classes from Alphas who |

are at the top of the social ladder N ‘
to Deltas who are the working- ‘l ‘
: : g - ‘

class of the society. In this world,
a cradle-to-grave life plan was
planned and well-designed so that |
everyone had rails laid down for |
them to run along in their lives.
Not only were people’s lives |
planned, but also their characters.
This was done by a process named |
“Conditioning” which decided if
you liked reading books or doing |
manual work.

This is the “perfect” society we |
have long imagined. However, |
do you find it really perfect? Or
I should ask, do you find it cool,
without a sense of humanity? Yes, it probably is.
There was no love in this “perfect” society, according
to what the book depicts. So is a loveless society
ideal for you?

V\?orld

Aldous Huxley

To answer this question, we should bear in mind
what the meaning of “life” is We are human because
we can distinguish what the right things to do and
what the wrong things we should avoid to do; we
are human because we are able to discover the truth
of nature and create something new to improve our
lives; we are human because we have one thing that
other creatures may not have: love. What would
happen if there is no love between us? Then our world
will be the same as the “Brave
New World”: no one cared for
the others; no one had got any
feeling such as empathy on
others; nonetheless, no one
was not loyal to the Controller.
I think it would be just like
what happened in Germany
during World War II: the devil
Hitler intensively spreaded the
message of “be loyal to our
race, the Great German”. As
a result, his army, the German
became a machine, a killing
machine for killing others
without any hesitation along
side praising the goodness
of their only “Controller”---
Hitler.

Terrible and pitiful, isn’t it?
I hope we are not repeating
the history again. Therefore,
living in a world with tremendous technology
advancements, living in a free society like Hong
Kong, living with an independent mind, we should
all remind ourselves what the meaning of “life” is.
Just read “Brave New World” and find it out!
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