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It’s the season
of reading!

Content

An interview with Ms. Yau Wan Sum

Mr. Kwan Cheuk Yin have had an interview with Ms. Yau Wan Sum,

and is about to share with you her reading habit and some of her

favourite authors.

Who are your favourite authors?

| like a number of authors including Yi
Shu (7R%7), Chiung Yao (¥E#), Cha
Leung Yung (Jin Yong £:J7) and Wai Si Li
(rHrEE). | also read Amy Cheung’s (5

/Ni) books when | was studying in the
university.

It sounds like you like a wide range
of genres, don’t you?

Yes, | love almost all kinds of books

including love stories, wuxia stories (&

&/\g5t) and detective stories etc.

So, it seems to me that you like reading
fictions a lot. Am | right?

Sure! | love fictions. | read
different kinds of stories
every day when | was in
secondary school. Later,
when | got into the
university, | had to read
English literature because |
studied English. Most of the
literature | read was required
by the teachers back then.
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No... | am always busy at work, so .W..:,.
frequent reading is a luxury for me
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still pick up one novel or two for
leisure. One of my favorite series of
novels is the “Shopaholic”.

Do you still read a lot?

INSELLA
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Now a magical film starring Tom Hanks Shopaholic novel series - by Sophie Kinsella
FOFF GSIL One of Miss Yau'’s favorite novels
Gump Why do you enjoy reading so much?

WINSTON GROOM

It’s because | can learn lots of new words and it
is an activity which you can enjoy anytime,
anywhere.

Is there any quotes you love from the

novels you have read?
“ | ife was like a box of chocolates.” Umm... | suppose there are quite a few but | can
Forrest Gump— by Winston Groom only come up with one at the moment. It is a
Available in school library! famous quote from “Forrest Gump”. It reads

(Call No.: F/ GRO)

“Life was like a box of chocolates. You never
know what you're gonna get.”

We All Love Reading

http://www.hkedcity.net/article/book_feature/wealllovereading/

English Campus
http://www.hkedcity.net/english/

We are young and energetic
We like to learn. We want to see the world, and enrich our horizons.
We come to Hong Kong from all over the world. And we LOVE to read.
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Teachers’
Recommendations

A Book about School Shooting
Nineteen Minutes

Recommended by Mr. Kwan Cheuk Yin

Have you ever encountered bullying?
You are very lucky if you have not.
Peter is an American boy who studies

in high school and is constantly
bullied.

One day, this once obedient boy took
an arsenal of guns, not books or
school bags, to school. He started
shooting  his schoolmates and
nineteen minutes.

Nineteen minutes is a very short

teachers for

period of time, it’s no longer than a
recess. In those nineteen minutes, he

killed several people and injured
many others. He was then caught by
the police and was sentenced life in
prison.

After the incident, his mother could
not believe what her son had done.
Everybody pointed their fingers at
Peter and called him “evil”. But
nobody cared to know and find out
why Peter had changed from a
normal school boy to a killer. In fact,
it was the bullies which changed
Peter so much and the loss of love
from his parents that intensified his
stress.

Throughout the book, time flashes
back and forth between events
before and after the shooting.
Readers would know the past that
changed Peter and the shooting in
school. The writer of the book is Jodi

School shooting is a major problem in high
school in the United States. Reasons
behind are worth thinking. Jodi’s novel may
inspire you a deeper thinking.
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Picoult. In the book, Jodi unfolds important
events of Peter and his friends to illustrate
their personalities and relationship.

The Hong Kong government implies strict
measures on gun possession. Therefore,
school shooting is almost impossible unless
there are any amendments in the related
ordinances. However, other types of
bullying like online and peer abuses are
common. If you have bullied anybody, I
urge you to stop because you won’t know
when you may trigger your targets and the
consequences can be so enormous that you
cannot bear. If you have been bullied, tell
the bully to stop or talk to your friends and
parents. Lets learn from the novel
“Nineteen minutes” until it is too late.
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Nineteen Minutes
by Jodi Picoult
(To be shelved)

Watch Nineteen Minutes EI; .
Book Trailer on You{[f[[) Ty
http://www.youtube.com/ - =
watch?v=4bVZQuyovNg  [Elek

Great Work of Jodi Picoult

My Sister’s Keeper

cameron diaz

! opigail bresin

4

Recommended by Mr. Kwan Cheuk Yin

“My Sister's Keeper” is another best-selling
novel written by Jodi Picoult and was
published in 2004. In the book, Jodi told a
story of a 13-year-old girl called Anna. The
book has been adapted into a movie of the
same name and was released in 2009.

Poster of the movie My Sister's Keeper which
released on 2009. In the novel, Anna was
\a “savior sister”, whom was brought into the world
fer-the purpose of organ transplantation to her
elder sister.
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Like “Nineteen Minutes”, “My Sister’s
Keeper” raised public concerns of
controversial issues which involve
organ transplantation, love and
bonds between family members. In
the book, Anna, who has a sister that

suffered from leukemia( [ [f11%%), was
brought to the world as a savior
sisterr When Anna turned 13, she
decided to sue her parents for
medical emancipation and the rights
to her own body.

The movie was aired in 2009 and
drew immediate attention from
various book critics. It is directed by
Nick Cassavetes, who is the director
of another famous adapted movie
“The Notebook”. The film featured
Cameron Diaz as Anna’s mother.
Cameron is a four-time nominee in
Golden Globe Award and won the
New York Film Critics Best Lead

My Sister's Keeper by Jodi Picoult

(To be shelved)

Translated version:
b 1 F
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Actress Award. The movie received
top 5 in its opening and grossed
USD$95,660,157 worldwide when it
left theatres.

There were a few changes made by
the director in the movies, the most
drastic one being the ending in
which Anna was dead after a car
accident in the novel, while Kate was
dead from cancer in the movie.
Would any changes made in the
movie discourage you from watching
it? Feel free to come and tell me
what you think!
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PICOULT

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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Life of Pi
Recommended by Ms. To Tin Yui
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I am grateful to share a book with you all. This is a famous, interesting and
heatedly-debated story. The story is written by a well-known Canadian author,
Yann Martel. The main character in the story is called Piscine Molitor Patel, a
young boy who grows up in a family running a small zoo in India. His
classmates call him Pi, in short.

Pi is an interesting boy who believes in Hindu, Indian Gods, Jesus Christ and
Mary, mother of God, and also he is an Islam. He thinks that all religions are
true, and he finds peace and satisfaction in them.

When Pi is 16 years old, his family plans to
move from India to Canada, together with
the zoo animals. One night when they are
on the ship, there is a terrible storm. Pi
soon finds himself on a lifeboat with a
zebra, a hyena (a wild animal like a dog), a
chimpanzee, and a tiger named Richard
Parker. They have no choice but to stay on

the lifeboat and wait for help. So here the Pi survived the terrible storm with the
z00 animals, including a tiger.

story begins. After the tiger finishes eating
the other animals, Pi and the tiger are the only
SUurvivors. =
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For seven months, the tiger stay alive

because Pi works to provide food and water
for them both. Pi also trains the tiger to
respect him and stay in his own part of the
boat. Finally they land in Mexico, and the
tiger runs off into the forest.

This can be only an adventure story of
animals. But there are debates on the story
that Pi tells the others. One story is about
the tiger eating the zoo animals. Another

What do you prefer to believe? Tiger
survived by eating other animals? Or Pi
survived by eating other people?

story is that there are only humans on the boat, but not the animals. So the true
story might be Pi eating the other people, including his mother, in order to stay

alive. Pi said that, if you believe in the story of animals, you believe in God.

What if you believe in the man-eating-man version? For me, this is like you
believe in the reality, something sad, but something true. What would you do if

you were Pir Starve yourself to death, or would you eat your mother to stay

alive?

Life of Pi

By Martel Yann
Call No.: F Mar

Avallable in School Library!
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The book might be a little bit difficult for
junior form students. I would suggest
watching the Oscar-winning movie ‘Life of
Pi’ directed by Ang Lee. This is truly a
magnificent live-action drama film which
successfully pictures the scene from the
book, in a beautiful way that even though it
is not about the hidden message, everyone
can appreciate the marvelous movie. You
will definitely find it easier to read the story
after watching the movie. Life of Pi is a book
well worth reading again and again as you
can find out different meanings each time
you read. If you have watched the movie, or
you have read the book, feel free to come to
me and tell me the version you believe, and
by that time I will tell you what I believe and
why. So let’s leave it there.
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1. How many novels of Jodi Picoult are introduced?

2. What is the full name of the main character in Life of Pi?
3. BENEENSEROFEEYE?
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