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NOTES ON THE SALESIAN ORPHANAGE SCHOOL

Man being by nature a sociable creature ought to seck the well being of
others as well as his own, not only in the present but also in the future.
Society in general and especially educationalists are in accord in affirming that the
futuce of a person depends on his present bad or good training. But since the
majority of children and youth in the world are poor, the future of society depends

on the good or bad education of these.

St. John Bosco, one of the most celebrated educators of modern times,
ob:erved that in general, society is preoccupied with the-well-to-do while those who
devote themseles to the betterment of the poorer classes are comparatively few.
Precisely to help these latter he founded the Salesian Society. The work accomplished
and still being’ accomplished by the Society throughout the world on behalf of
destitute children and youths is immense: in all the Society possesses about 1500
institutions, 23 of wich are in China, of which Very Rev. Fr. Charles Braga S.D.B.
is the provincial Superior. In Hong Kong as also in other plases the work of
. the Salesian Society 1is appreciated by the Government and by all those who are

interested in the welfare of destitute young persons.

At the present the Society has three institutions in Hong Kong: St. Louis
Middle School, Aberdeen Industrial School and Salesian Missionary House in Shau-
kiwan. The Latter was specially founded for training those young persons who
wish to become members of the Society. During the last war it no longer
fulfilled its original purpose, so it was converted into a charitable institution -which

purpose it still serves _and is know as Salesian Orphanage School.

That this work may be more widely known and helped here 1s presented in

a few words the Origin, the present state and future plans for this work.
1. Origin.

When Hong Kong was attacked by the Japanese in 1941, the boys of Aberdeen

Industrial School were obliged to leave the school at the disposal, first of the British
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and later of the Japanese troops. This meant that some three hundred or more boys
had to seek a shelter elsewhere. About two hundred of these were fortunate in having
parents or friends to give them shelter but the remaining hundred or more together
with their Superiors were obliged to driff, for a time, from post to pillar in search of
refuge. For a time they found shelter at North Point and later at the refugee barracks
near Taj-koo Dock yard, The Superiors could easily have found a save refuge for
themselves, but being unwilling to abandon their charges they braved the hazards of
the time and were willing to sacrifice their lives that these poor young persons
might have food and shelter. At this juncture Rev. A. Perkumas was seriously
wounded by the Japanese and for four days laid in agony among the soldiers with-
out any care. At the same time a Mr. Bell of the A.R.P., while rendering first-aid to
the wounded Father was machine-gunned by the Japanese soldiers and died a few
hours later, R.ILP. The Boys and other Superiors succeeded in contacting the Salesian
Missionary House in Shaukiwan, without further mishap. Shortly after their arrival
however, another Superior Rev. Bro Tang was taken' by the soldiers and since then
there has been no news as to what was his fate. After afew months a group of
the bigger boys were allowed to return to Aberdeen Industrial School, while the
remaining about thirty of the smaller boys stayed at Shaukiwan under the care of
above mentioned Fr. A. Perkumas who up to the present is in charge of the
lastitution. = Gradually the number of the boys increased to one hundred and more,

all orphans, victims of the Occupation.

As the already meagre funds of the Fathers were inadequate to cope with the new
situation, recourse for help was refered to the Japanese Authorities, to the Catholic
Mission and to other societies. All showed their good will, but in a special
manner mention must  be made of the generosity of Mr. Aw Boon Haw, Mar.ager of the
Tiger Balm Factory, during those trying times. In this manner the Institute succeeded
in sheltering, during four years of war, some for a longer period others for a shorter
time, about 360 destitute boys. During and especially after the war parents and benefactors
were found for many of these children. Some of them continued their studies in St.
Louis and Aberdeen Schools, while others found employment in the various Government

Departments and private companies where they still -honestly earn their daily bread.
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2. Present State.

After the war this work received the necessary help from the Hong Kong
Government and it was possible to develop it further. Besides the school for the
" inmates there was opened a school for day-pupils. During tHe past school-year
there were ninety boarders, seventeen of them recommended by the former H. K. Social
Welfare Council, five by the Medical Department (through Hon Dr. S. Clarke), nine
by the St. Vincent De Paul Society and three by the Sty for the Protection of children.
Others are orphans or poor boys who were rendered homeless during the war.
The average boarding and tuition fee does not exceed $ 34.00 per rofith. © Fhe day-
scholars number about four hundred all of whom belong to the Elementary School.
The monthly school fee is $10.00 Many of the children, however, pay only balf, while others
can afford nothing. Of late a free Evening School for the benefit of the sons of poorer
working class has been opened. There are very many applications for admitance either
as external or internal students but owing to lack of space they have to be refused
acceptance. Thus many of these young persons through force of circumstances are obliged
to hang about the street lurking arou;1d corners and haunts where they learn nothing

but mishief and as a result grow up a menace and danger to society.

3. Proposed New Building.

As the number of the aspirants to the Salesian Order increases year by year it
is now no longer possiblle to use this house, which was fabricated for the training of
those who wish to enter the Order, as an Orphanage. Two years ago the number of
internal boys was reduced by forty. This year it was obliged to transfer some of them
to other institutions temporaly, and for others poor shelter has been found in private
families. Next year, if there isno hope of having a new building erected, there will
be no room for the day-boys too. - Applications, on the other hand, both for the internal and
external section are constantly increasing. Oh, that all those who desire to be educated and
become honest and good citizens could be helped in some way. The Salesian Society on its
part has decided to do all in its power not to abandon this work, on the contrary, the

S-ty wishes to develop it still further.

The Government has already granted 23.200 sq. feet of land adjoining the
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present house Island Roal No., 1, very nice position, and a subsidy of $ 230.000 for
building erection. In this ground it is intended to erect a new building with a base-
ment and three floors. The basement will contain a large hall and a covered play-ground.
The first and the second floors will have 16 classrooms as well as other rooms for
administration purposes. The top floor will have two dormitories, an infirmary baths
and washrooms. The whole building will afford accomodation for one hundred boarders
and about five hundred day pupils. The house will be available also the Free Evening

School for the poor and also for the Poor Boys Club.

The estimate cost is near 700.000 H. K. 8.  Since the Salesian Sty in Hong

Kong, as elswhere throughout the world, has no special possesions or funds, but is depen-

dent on subsidies from Government authorities, and public and private offerings
received from time to time, it could not it-self afford such a big enterprise. In order
to procure the funds required for so noble a work in the Colony it is necessary to

enlist the help not only of the Authorities but also that of other companies, associations

and private individuals. Therefore, it is hoped that the necessary funds will be

forthcoming in order that the S-ty may continue to help the numerous Chinese

children who are deprived of spiritual and material care. Then Hong Kong can
boast of having erected not noly mansions, restaurants and luxury houses, but also

of having done a great work of charity.

LAM CHUNG HOU, Chairman
TAM CHUNG LEUNG, Assistant Chairman
CHEUNG KAM TIM, Assistant Chairman

Shaukiwan District Kai-Fong
Welfare Advancement Association
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KA WO DISTILLERY

A. L L. 72. Island Road

ABERDEEN
, Tel. 29236-23121
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FOOK CHEONG METAL WARES MANUFACTORY
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The Iuxurious and only
fully air-conditioned

hotel in the Colony!

Tel: 58137/8.
Kimberley Road,
Kowloon.

Hong Kong
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Sze Hoi Book Store
68 Hollywood Road
Tel. 26418
HONG EKONG
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THE BIG FOUR

DEPARTMENT STORES




JB K ATl b e B2 AT R o & EA L fh AR
THE H?PDS‘ED ALEXANDRA BuiLninGg st Yuer SN INFANTS SANATARIUM » /949

_m/\m__E%ﬁuE% BSEL -+ AT IEES

CHEONG HING CO.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
25 GILMANS STREET (127 FL) HQNG K_qmq 7 TELEEHQ!_\{E?!?S{J

THE NEW OWI_NI PoLicE STATION & FLATS, /950.

ﬁéﬁ 3 AL U T K B

i35 i 4
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THE O/P/Z‘dl. C:OI;ORATION LTD. /949 : FoLicE Smr/oms /AISHAT/N, CAsTLE FEAK &
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SHSZREAERAOEES
San Miguel Brewerp Pongkong , Lid.
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With The Compliments
of

Netherlaniands Trading Society

With The Compliments
of

The Chartered of India, Australia & China
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THE CHINA & SOUTH SEA BANK, LTD.

(HONG KONG BRANCH)
BREBIT—~ED

i D BT A E O
No. 4, DUDDELL STREET

T S EAN SZENE ZZEFA

AARBIARE
0.0. Wong & @o., LID.

PRINCE’'S BUILDING

Codes Used: i Cable Address.
Aeme & Supplement : “TOWCO” HONG EONG
Bentley’s Tel. Nos.-28011-28012-28013
Second Phrase. Managing Director
And Tel. 26447

Private P. O. Box No. 660

THE GLOUCESTER CAKE SHOP
THE GLOUCESTER ARCADE
WADDING CAKES. BIRTHDAY CAKES.
CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS
GLOUCESTER CHOCOLATES.

TEL. 31917

The Friesland Trading Co., Ltd. aﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ /

HONG KONG NEETE T
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SIDPEAEE | FS5in tRng

WAARZS=R 1 EEE - L PAPERGE

. 63 o




R

With the Compliments

of

HONG KONG CHINA GAS COMPANY, LTD.

AMERICAN INTERNATIUNAL- ASSURANCE CO., LTD.

e S G

LIFE-FIRE-MARINE INSURANCE
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LEE SENG HENG & HUNG HENG SENG KEE
FISH'S GRAVY & SWEETEN. FRUIT & CANNERY
; NO. 2. ISLAND ROAD.
ABERDEEN HONG KONG

F 3% L 29244—29197 T2k - 1940
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With the Compliments

.of_

SHRIRO (CHINA) LTD.
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The Hong Kong Eastern Shipping Co., Ltd. ﬁﬁmﬁgﬁﬁﬁ |

Room 76, F'rench Bank Bldg., 5th Froor

HONG KONG sl HARIE F ¢
39369 (PRAVITE OFFICE) A< A .
TEL. No. 30561 (A/CS & GENERAL OFFICE) 1T
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=UE
PINGONMOTORCARCO. |25 . o 4 oo # 4 # 4|
Cars for Hire Day & Night Service ENge 2 EA KL T A B
No. 161, Hennessy Road. ?; X & K 45 8.8+
TELEPHONE 22511 w o AR % B R
TR RE # 75- KING'S MUSIC CO,,
: fﬁ'lf-?jc%: afﬁiﬁg_
pramsiee:f ) 8 A W F | edni cane
% F China United Chem ical Corporation (I;:&i (o .
O—2&% —FERE 506, Chung Tin Bldg. Theatre)
ol. 30439-
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RUBBER NMFY, LTD.
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