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Key to Better English

What do you think is the key to better English? Like learning any other language, it is the time you
spendon it that determines whether you can succeed or not. So it is not practical to confine
learning English to English lessons only. Unless you keep exposing yourself to the language,
there is no way that you can learn it better. All these years our English teachers have worked very

hard o organise different English activities with the aim of creating an English rich environment in
school.

English Corner activities

= o ,
| Y
! ,?H -
LA o
> B, ]
= |
o Friday
Our English Corner opens from Monday to n|ay Our nataiE .
at lunchtime. Students come to see movies, play donie AR e ot
sing karaoke or read books. prepareq : 00l to get them betre
board games, Singd : e

English Society

English Society provides a chance for students to learn English in a fun way. Members come once
every two weeks and take part in the activities organized by the upper form students.

14
rﬁb are presenting a poster they designed Committee members are
ers 1

Mem

] showcasing their h
- work : ard
o the others in the meeting. in the Oxfam charity

booth.
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Other than the activities for the members, the Teacher Advisors of the English Society also

organize various activities for the whole school ensuring that different needs can be catered.

ving his speech in the

:;\ Form six student is i
inter-class English debate.

Salesian English School (Se
Gotd Coust. 1

The destination for the study tour last sumher WE
Sydney, Australia.

Students are interviewing teachers and schoolmates for
a cross-curricular project on the English Speaking Day.

Englih 1anua_e i more than an exam subject.

This is a drama pe
professiona| actors

Ouf: students are running an English café in the
school open day.

The students are éct‘i; i i i
. g In a musical organized
with the Music Department. ’

Once you immerse yourself in it, you will find life is full of fun.
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Our Work and Preparation for the Fine-tuning Policy

As a result of the fine-tuning policy, secondary schools are no longer classified as CMI and EMI
schodls. Schools are given higher discretionary power to decide the medium of instruction on
subjects. After detailed discussion with the Mathematics teachers and our school authority, the
Mathematics Department has decided to teach Mathematics in English in all form one classes
starting from the academic year of 2010-2011. The issue of “How to promote students’ learning
effectiveness in Mathematics in an English environment” has become an area of concern for the
depariment as well as the school.

The mentioned issue is nothing strange to us. Even after the introduction of language policy in
1998, our senior form teachers still insisted on using English as the medium of instruction for
teaching Mathematics. Our students got good credit rates and passing rates in both the HKCEE
and HKAL examinations as well as the value-added rates in recent years. Although we have been
forced to teach Mathematics in Chinese from forms one to three, teachers’ effort in the
“Enrichment Program” in junior forms greatly enhances students’ ability of learning Mathematics
in English. Junior form students learn vocabulary as well as contextual problem solving skills in
English for several cycles each academic year. Moreover, our F.3 students are requested to enroll
a two-week summer bridging course organized by EMI subjects, including Mathematics, when
they are promoted to form four. This ensures that our students can adapt themselves to the
English learning mode at an early stage.

Our teaching experience enables us to have a smooth implementation of the fine-tuning policy
this year. Our teachers are striving for excellence in teaching. A year before the implementation of
fine-tuning policy, our teachers have already prepared a lot with the hope of a smooth transition.
We designed school-based teaching materials under the topic of “Congruent triangles and similar
triangles” for trial teaching in Form One. Students’ performance in the lessons was much better
than we had expected. However, there is still room for improvement in their presentation skills and
their self-confidence. To promote effective learning of Mathematics in English, we practiced the
classroom language used by the English Department with the students. In fact, the school has set
up the English Enrichment Committee for teachers share their experience and strategies on EMI
teaching. For a better understanding of students’ standard, we studied the English version of
primary Mathematics textbooks, sorted out the vocabulary and common words that students
should have learnt in primary school. In addition, our Mathematics teachers have enrolled in
courses organized by the Education Bureau to learn more ways and skills to teach Mathematics
in English effectively.
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This year, our experienced Mathematics teachers have designed school-based teaching
materials for each topic in form one. We introduced figures in the teaching materials to help
students understand different abstract concepts. Moreover, we prepared supplementary
worksheets to enhance students’ confidence in using vocabulary learnt in mathematics lessons.
In the first two cycles of this academic year, we helped our students to review mathematical
knowledge learnt in primary school, and taught them how to present mathematical symbols,
expressions and mathematics in daily life so as to ensure them the ability to answer questions in
English. In term three, Form one students performed a cross-curricular project with English
Department. The project required our students to collect data by interviewing students and
teachers on English Speaking Day, and to produce a written report together with the graphs and
charts they have learnt in Math lessons for future oral presentation. Furthermore, in order to
consolidate the mathematical knowledge of students, homework like “Basic Competency
Consolidation Exercise” was assigned to each student during long holidays. These supplements
can help students review some basic skills and concepts learnt in the lessons.

We shall continue to develop teaching materials and to improve teaching strategies so as to strive
for excellence in our future. All our teachers will work hard for the goal.

Shipter & _Bercemtayesit) Heter and Actuety Sheet 1 HATH) Form 1_Mathematics Basic Compeience Consalidachon Exsrcise i

~Section4.1  Simple Problems on Percentages ~

Salesian English School
Form 1 Mathematics & ‘—,‘C\ﬂ

Basic Competence Oj=
Consolidation Exercise IT r'_o_'—l/

Name: Class: E.1 [ )

Instruction
©  Seps MUSt be SHOWR in Four answers,

Content
Shaper | Directed Mumbsr and the Number Line

Compennce | Fower of Dt Nenber

Medhod [ Methed [

o) Basic
School-based _ Competence
Teaching N e Consolidation
Materials ! — Exercises
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school promotion day

Salesian boys’ interest in
mathematics never dies.

A board showing the development
of our mathematies curriculum in
the open day
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Integrated Science

Teaching Integrated Science with English as medium of Instruction

Integrated Science is one of the major subjects in junior level. The aim of this subject is to prepare
students to cope with the rapid advancement in science and technology. The primary goal is to
ensure that students can master the necessary scientific and technological knowledge and skills
essential for the learning of the senior science subjects, including physics, chemistry and biology.

According to the fine-tuning policy, Integrated Science is one of the subjects that can use English
as the medium of instruction. It enables our students to have a greater exposure to English so as
to prepare them to embrace new challenges in future.

To enable students to learn more effectively in English, various strategies have been formulated
and put in place. A set of bridging materials is given to Form 1 students to prepare them for
learning science in English. The bridging programme includes the introduction of commonly used
classroom languages, the instruction languages used in textbook and the names of facilities and
equipment in science laboratory. The programme is conducted in the first week of academic year.
It helps the newly admitted students adjust themselves to English learning at an early stage.

Different sets of teaching materials are designed by our teachers to help students to learn the
knowledge effectively. Understanding is the most important part in learning science. Vocabulary
list of each chapter is delivered to students before teaching for the purpose of encouraging
students to prepare the lessons themselves. It can help them grasp a basic concept of what
should be learnt in the coming lessons, as well as understanding some abstract knowledge more
easily. Besides, summary notes for each chapter, which are also important materials for students
in their revision, will increase students’ understanding of the most important science concepts. In
order to reinforce the key learning ideas, some extra worksheets are designed to provide students
with more practice and better consolidation. The school-based teaching materials can improve
students’ learning of science in different aspects.

Teaching experience is one of the valuable resources in effective teaching. All our science
teachers are experienced teachers; some of them have been teaching for over 25 years. They
share their ideas and experience through formal and informal meetings. Through collaborative
teaching, teachers are grouped together to prepare school based teaching materials, including
teaching plans and worksheets on selected topics. Besides, our panel also conducts peer lesson
observations and exchange teaching methods or experiences regularly. We also try out different
teaching strategies and share up-dated learning and teaching approaches and knowledge after
attending various workshops organized by Education Bureau and professional groups. Our
teachers’ efforts surely help to build up an effective team in science teaching.
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To &ruse students’ interest in learning science is our very important aim, so a wide range of
teaching methodologies and strategies are employed to boost students’ curiosity. Interesting
exp¢iments are selected for students and they are encouraged to conduct the experiments
therselves. As a result, students can master the practical skills through a hands-on approach.
Thexymay design the experiment by themselves or follow the procedures to find out the knowledge
diredly.

It is a valuable chance for students to increase their exposure to English learning at their early
sch«ol life, but the most important criteria for success is the great effort made by the students
thermselves.

Name of common apparatus and equipment are displayed in the laboratory.

However, the world's largest

I© . cnimal lives in the sea. The blue |

whale (£i5) con weigh as much os {8

150,000 kilograms. The blue

b whale weighs 25 times os much as

the largest fand cnimal, the
eleghant.

They reach lengths between 20
and 30 m at mature (7%24). In
‘other words, a blue whale isas'* '
long os three double dr.cloer
\buses, e

Science bulletin board showing some mterestmg knowledge

on different science topics to increase students’ exposure
to words about the subject.
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