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Old Boy—Lee Hung Bun, Victor

Searching Our Own “Alere Flammam”
13years is a long time and | spent 13 years of my life in Salesian School.

In 1980, when most families in Hong Kong were still watching black and white TVs, |
entered Salesian School as a Primary 1 student. My parents always told me that | should put
my best effort in studies as it was for my own good. They did not have the opportunity to finish
secondary school as their families could not afford it. My father was a clerk during the day and
a taxi driver for night shift. My mother was a tailor while looking after three naughty kids full
day. In 1993, when a basic desktop PC of “80486” cost HKD 30,000, | graduated as a Form 7
student and got the scholarship from Dr Lee Shau Kee of Henderson Land to study in Oxford
University in England. During 1980-1993, Hong Kong (and the world) went through some
remarkable changes and my identity remained the same during the period — a Salesian
student.

The most remarkable incidents in my memory at school have to be the public exam
result announcements of HKCEE and HKAL. What made me proud of is NOT my personal
result in these exams but the top results that ALL students pe——— )_“—_—— e
in school achieved together. In 1991, the “class” of our
Form 5 students achieved a total of 106 distinctions in
HKCEE together. And in 1993, my 30 classmates in “7M”
(headed by the most popular teacher of all time, Mr Paul
Liu) achieved a record of 27 distinctions together in HKAL.
To me,these were hard-earned results of “team work” as we
motivated each other to strive in these public exams. We
studied together quite often from 8am till 10pm everyday in
the public study room in Quarry Bay Municipal Services
Building. | was very lucky to be one member of the study
group. The support and guidance from our teachers was
also critical to our exam preparations. | still remember
the days when Mr C.K. Liu andMs S. M. Lee first joinedthis
school in 1990 (many apologies for hinting their ages) as
my Chemistry and Biology teachers in Form 5. You can
imagine what a big challenge they were facing to prepare
us for HKCEE exam with only 8 months’ time. They gave
us very detailed “home-made” study notes using “typewriters”
(something you can only find in museum these days). They
went through the marking schemes of exam past papers with us
and they shared their valuable experience in taking those
public exams. And the most important, | could deeply feel their




“fire” inside in all their preparations. They, and other teachers, shared the importance of HKCEE to
us and they wanted us to do well. And in the end, we did not disappoint them. At that time,
Salesian School might not be viewed as the best school in Hong Kong, but we kept our “fire”
inside. We never look down upon ourselves and we “made” our school competitive versus any
other top schools in Hong Kong. In the end, we made our school proud. We made our teachers
proud and we made our parents proud.

Academic result, of course, is not everything in my 13 years of school life | played
piano and | joined the school’s music competitions for many years. | was also involved in the
Mathematics and Science Clubs, headed by Mr C.C. Chu and Mr Y. S. Chan, who brightened our
interests in maths and science beyond textbooks. As | write, | can think about many remarkable
achievements our students made beyond academics during my time, say the First Prize in HK
School Quiz Competition, top results in Maths Olympic and consistent top results in Grade A of
Inter-School Table Tennis Competition. Every time when our students made an achievement in
these inter-school events, all students in our school felt the excitement.

| would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude towards Father Joseph
So and Mr Wong Wang Hong. After | got my HKAL result during the summer of 1993, | saw in
the newspaper about the Dr Lee Shau Kee Scholarship tenable at Oxford University. | knew
my chance to get that scholarship was very slim, given the fierce competition from all the top
students in Hong Kong. However, when | approached Father So and Mr Wong for a school
reference letter for the scholarship application, they gave me their whole-hearted support, and
I was touched. In the end, | got the scholarship to study in Oxford, | graduated with a Top First
Honours, and | did not disappoint them.

Upon my graduation in 1997, | joined an investment bank and | have worked with the
same firm for 13 years as a fund manager, managing money for my clients, including Sovereign
Wealth Funds, institutional clients and retails. | was very blessed to have good education in
school as well as the scholarship opportunity to study overseas. | know | owe the duty to share
my blessing with others in need. Today, | have contributed in building four primary schools in
China — Anhui, Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan. | have been sponsoring the living expenses of
many poor secondary school students in remote areas of China, as well as building some
water cellars for families to solve their urgent needs for clean water. All these charity works
are something | have to do, simply not a choice.

In our school logo, you can find our school motto (in Latin) — “Alere Flammam”. It |

means “to feed the flame”. My fellow students in Salesian School, may | challenge you with
one question — Where is your own flame? When you wear your school uniform every day with
the word “Alere Flammam” so close to your heart, please search for your flame inside. Set
your goal, motivate each otherand make the achievement by utilising your full potential. And
like what all the Salesian boys did in the past, make your school proud, make your teachers
proud and make your parents proud!
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Old Boy—Mr. Lam Man Kit

FRISONER AT SALESIAN

“.Probably because | was too naughty, my parents also made me a boarder. |
Salesian priests and brothers are well known for their superb educational and
humanitarian skills. Our school rules were very strict. For instance, boarders

could only go home over summer, Christmas and Chinese New Year holidays, and |

wvisitations were restricted to 2 hours every Sunday. However, our teachers were

aenerally very good and caring. | learned a lot that formed the foundation for my |

subsequent educational advancement.......

In addition to schoolwork, we participated in many intra- and inter-school sports
and musical activities. | was in the school table-tennis and soccer teams, as well
as the school choir which travelled extensively to perform at other schools in
Hong Kong and Macau. | was also "forced" or "coerced" into learning to play the
piano, guitar, harmonica, etc. They turned out to be hobbies that | still enjoy
today. We also went hiking and biking every week all over Hong Kong. | had

nothing but good memories of my Salesian days. | am therefore most grateful to

my parents for their wisdom and foresight to make me a "prisoner’ at Salesian

SRR S|

School during my formative years."

Dominic Man-kit Lam
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