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Social Networking Services

A New Era for Relationship
A social networking service is characterized by an online platform that allows people to
build social relations. It is often used as an alternative to share ideas, interests, and
activity arrangements. Considered as 'Easy to pickup’, social networking sites are having
a growing trend as a result of broader coverage of technology. In the following passage,
we will focus on the usage of three prominent Amercian-based sites, Facebook, Twitter
and Google+. We have analysed the reasons for their success. If you want to know how
we should use these services, you can check out the section below as we have suggested
the appropriate way to use them effectively.

It was first...

Numerous prototypes had been launched in the 1990's. In fact, it ook almost a decade
for developers to add the feature of User Profiles. In 2002, a newer generation of
social network such as Friendster began to flourish. Not long after that, it has become
the main stream of the Internet.

g’y Facebook surpassed MySpace in 2009 to become the largest social network. g’y

How are they used?

Needless to say, social network is best for connecting our friends and families. It gath-
ers everyone's social circle. This format has changed the way of communication. Com-
bining features like Instant Messaging and share of photos, the never-boring platform
has successfully drawn much attention, especially the teens.

How come?
We have to admit the massively utilized social services are becoming more important.
To most teenagers, they consider having an account in these sites is necessary. Howev-
er, we may come up with a question: Why are they appealing?

In light of having an objective answer for this, I have decided fo interview few friends
of mine who are quite obsessed to find out the causes.

Friend 1 Parson (Sonson)

"Ever since I got my iPhone 5 on my birthday, updating
my newsfeed on a regular basis has become my habit. T
didn't realize how addicted I am to Facebook until one
day I was irritated not to check my facebook when I left
my phone at home. It is actually part of my life!”

-

Friend 2 Marcus

"T am a die-hard fan of Girls' Generation. With the help of Twit-
ter, I now can get an idea on what my favourite singers are do-
ing. I'm glad that Twitter allows me to know more about them. It
feels like that I'm a friend to them more than a fan of them.”
While I remain sceptical towards his last sentence, Twitter in-
deed helps us in many ways.
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Hangouts—video chat up to 10 people.
They can share videos from Youtube

Stream---users see
updates from
friends

in their Circles,
along with the text
entry field that
allows users to post
status and pictures.




How Should We Use?

Social networking services share the same principle----To gather people. We can enjoy
a closer relationship with people around us. Instances like Status Update in Facebook
keeps us connected to friends. [Picture of Facebook]

Social network broadens our horizons. Through the "Share" button, students can obtain
information (for example, news) much easier than before. I often found myself reading
reviews shared by my friends. Whether it is a game or film review, I never get bored of
it.

However, there are two sides to every coin.

As we add more friends on social network, the increasing number in friends list implies
the widening of our social circles. Nevertheless, it doesn't mean that we have the same
degree of depth in friendship. That means, are we just friends that know each other’s
name, the so-called 'Hi-Bye' friends?

We should take care of our friends, whether we met them online or in real life. Perhaps
we can make good use of Instant Messaging and chat with friends we have just met.
This can be an opportunity for us to know them better.

"A friend should be one in whose understanding and virtue we can equally confide, and
whose opinion we can value at once for its justness and its sincerity.” Robert Hall

Social networking services are making an impact to the world. Through these, exchange
of information is now presented in a more interactive way. I believe we can enjoy bene-
fits if we use them in an appropriate way.



How iProduct creates ‘ iWorld’

In the 21st century, iProduct has dominated the technology industry. Teens, adults

or even children and elderly own iProduct, including iPhone, iPad ... Of course
iProduct also contains the consumers electronics of Apple Inc. .So why is it so pop-

ular?

The prevalence of iProduct

When it comes to the most popular item, everyone knows iPhone. The first ever
iPhone3 was developed in 2007, its modern design and interesting functions are ap-
pealing. People may use the copious applications to do many things that traditional
phones could not do easily. For example you may beautify your photos, read differ-
ent types of books or send messages orally. These make iPhone the most success-
ful product in the world, even other company like Samsung or HTC follow suit on
producing smart phones. Apart from this, iPad is of equally importance. It let tablet
computers be more common than notebook computers because of the convenience.
Truth be told, iProduct really changes the technology industry and also the flavor
of people drastically.

Why would people use iProduct?

Before the existence of iProduct, there are some other smart phones or tablet
computers in the market. However, only iProduct attracts buyers. It is a well
known fact that iPhone simplifies our daily life. We can send photos or audio files
through Whatsapp easily and immediately, share our status on the social network
everywhere, watch clips or even movies anytime, and more...... Not only is iPhone
a legend, iPad’s utilization is indispensable too. iPad can do what iPhone does. It
can be used on a meeting for showing Powerpoints, in a restaurant for ordering
food and also a tool for teaching at school. So, how is iProduct applied in Salesian

School? You may ignore this usually.
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Utilization in our school

If your PE lessons are taught by Mr. So Hung Tak, you will know that he usually brings along an iPad to the lesson.

How does it work? Let Mr. So tell us more about it.

Which role is iPad playing?

S : During PE lessons, we require students to take the Physical Fitness tests or running examinations usually. We
used to use the name list to mark down all the data or information collected such as how many times of sit-up students
did, also the results of the students would be written on the list too. After that, all of the results need to be entered on
the intranet of our school. In fact, many steps had been repeated before, and it is inconvenient too. But now, using

iPad may simplify the steps. I can enter the data immediately after the students have done their tests.

Moreover, since iPad has the function of video-filming, it can help me to train the basketball team efficiently. Students
could not know their own mistakes when playing basketball because they could not see their own body movement.
But now, I can show them the errors by taking photos or clips. By doing so, teammates can improve themselves more

easily and faster.

Why would you choose iPad rather than other brands? Are there any features or parts which attract you to
select it?

S : To be honest, [ am an iPhone user. That’s why iPad is my first choice. Personally, I think iProduct’s setting is
user-friendly. The functions are distinct and I can do what I want to do without any complicated steps. In compari-
son with other brands such as Samsung, though Samsung’s products are more similar to computer and functions are

abundant, iPhone is a better choice of mobile devices. It is more convenient and work can be finished easily.

Besides using iPad at school, do you use other iProduct usually? Or have you ever owned one before? Do
you think modern electronic products like smart phones or tablet computers have lifted your living stan-
dard? Why?

S : Yes as I have mentioned , I do have an iPhone and iPad now. Of course they can improve my living standard.
These products can let me share my moments with my family easily, such as showing photos or images to them. Also
the communication between people is more effective. People can send messages to others and receive them instantly.

This function is equally important in working too.

The above items are extremely popular in recent years. Do you think these items have affected the teenagers
nowadays? Moreover, what do you want to remind our Salesian Boys?

S o It is obviously that these electronic products are affecting the teens now. Most of them are addicted in playing the
tablet games or using the social network, thus the relationship with family might get worse. These products’ purpose
is to simplify our life, I hope that Salesian Boys can take the advantages of them on studying and communicating with
others rather than caring about only the entertainment. These products should have been a great tool for teens nowa-
days but it is sad to see them misusing them.

Thank you so much for being our interviewee, Mr. So!
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“I fear the day technology will surpass the human interaction. There will be a genera-
tion of Lodlots.” — Albert Elnstein

The bmprovement of technology ts indeed the greatest development in our genera-
tlon. Seldom do we see places without techs. We can make a good use Lf we use wisetg,
suitably, and un-overwhelmingly. Let’s think, what do you usually do when you are
dining with compantons or family member? Chatting? Joking?Let’s rewind back to
few years earlier. Before smartphones were published, do You usually see people play-
ing Nibble in a diner? —-seldom. Back to the present, could you find people that are
not playing games whew having meals? Yes, but maybe just a Little.

With growing pressure that almost every urbanite has, soctalizing with friends has
become probably the best way to relieve stress.

Though, replacing our friends with smart phones s way too mainstream. As the time
passes, You would use your phone more than you actually talk with your friends face-
to-face. Communication is not just for chit-chat. It is also the key to let our society
work together and achieve goals. wWithout communication, people may not be able to
coordinate their work properly. Government cannot bring out a suitable plan to solve
the issue of Livelthood; Construction workers may wot understand the blue print from
architects; Students would not be able to go through all the chapters without assis-
tance from teachers.

‘“Language is the carrier of culture.” — Ludwig Wittgenstein

The better Language skills we have, the better thoughts we will have. 1t’s wot rave to
find people texting each other in any places. “Do u want 2 have lunch Later?”’ ORLY".
Such things are common among us. Web abbreviation first came from ICR and MSN
ln the computer. (ndeed that Ls convenlent for us to chat.

The stmplicity of technology has Led to an obvious probleme. People could get themselves
into a far too comfortable silence because they only focus on theilr mobile phones. (n a
normal hotpot gathering, we may see 10 people sitting together with no conversation.
They are just playing candy Crush, Puzzle § Dragown or browsing Facebook.

APart from that, some teenngers seem to show a Lack of politeness. One typieal case

Ls that someone took a picture of his owwn self and posted it on Facebook when he was
attending a funeral. Comments shoek us further whew there was one comment exactly
Like this, ‘that's cool @@". | wondler, what Ls really going on?

uestion: Should we rely on techs?

TV and automated assembly lines are actually the first few technologies that begawn to
replace our role. Technology become the norm over what was previous a humawn role. Re-
placing a person with techs, soctal interaction will vanish too. That means Lf we over-
whelmingly rely on techs, we will Lose our values.

Technology ts a good gadget but not a good companion. A phone could not solve the
problem i our deepest mind. we are the ones who create “Technology’. Do not Let techs
take over our role! So put dowwn the phone, talk to our true friends and families now.
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Whatsapp—What’s app?

Nowadays many students in Hong Kong have a smart
phone, including junior or senior students. But why
are smart phones getting so popular in school? Is
there any magic inside the phone? Of course there is
no magic in this world. Actually, is there something
attracting human to get a smart phone in hand? Ap-
parently, the nice appearances of these phones are not
the reasons. The answer is Apps.

Apps (an abbreviation for application) are pieces of software that run on the Inter-
net, computer, phone or other electronic devices. Apps in mobile phone function
like a computer but in a lighter version. As students can use the “portable comput-
er” everywhere, two types of apps---Games and Social Networking--- are common-
ly used among students.

Firstly, many teenagers enjoy playing video games, and there are a lot of apps
about games. Some of them are favored by students, such as “Puzzle and Dragon™.
“Puzzle and Dragon” is a game published by a Japanese company. In the game,
there are 30 balls with 6 types of color, you should move one of the balls and put
three balls of the same color in a group. You also need to rear the pet for fighting
against demonic creatures. It seems easy to play with but it is not the only reason
for its popularity among many students. | think the reason for successfully drawing
attention is that the game allows players to connect the internet. Excitement given
when playing in the competitive atmosphere surely ascribe to its prestigious stage
among many people.

Secondly, if we are talking about social network, everyone will consider facebook
as the social network mainstream. But don’t forget about Instagram. Instagram pro-
vides people with a place to share their photos with their friend. Not only does In-
stagram provide a place for sharing photos but also provide many effects to choose
for the photo. They believe sentiments could be expressed in a different way--pho-
tos. To boost its loveliness for users, Instagram has done a successful job of allowing
synchronization of many popular social networking sites, including Facebook.

Finally, there are many new apps being carried out every day. Market of the apps
will not decline in a short time. So | recommend exploring the apps store once in a
while, so as to keep up with the recent trend.
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Drugs abuse? Jnternet abused.

AAs technology improves a lot nowadays, move
people have an opportunity to access the (/nternet. /s
it not a piece of good news? YNore and move people
may enjoy benefits hrought by technology. Sowever,
vesults veveal that theve are move and move Jnternet
addictions among youths at the mean time. 7his is a
grave problem that people must pay attention to, because
this problem can trigger a series of negative conse-
quences.

70 begin with, teenage internet addiction n is genevally attributed to three
veasons. As teenagers do not have enough self-discipline, it is difficult for
them to overcome temptations. 7 heve is no doubt that internet is a great temp-
tation as it is attractive. Jt contains various kinds of information and can be
easily obtained with just a click. JJesides, internet can be vegarded as a tool
fov people, especially the teenngers, to escape from veality. 77he fantasies in
most online games may fake themselves as one of the characters in games.

AAs internet is absolutely attvactive, youths who have low self discipline
can’t control this easily. 34/ hen they invest more and move time the situation
will get worse. _for students, theiv performance will significantly deteviorate
as they ignove studying. YNoreover, the move addicted the teens ave, the fewer
activities they could pacticipate in. (Jn the long term, they will be less sociable,
and we know that would not do any good to the teens.

Apart from above, this will lead to unbalanced mental health. (Jndeed, there ave
numerous contents containing violence in the internet, especially in games. This
may affect the youth’s mind badly as they ave susceptible. As a result, youth
lacking self control may have a higher chance of triggering conflicts with their
family members.

ndeed, theve should be solutions to address this problem. Government
can set up move limitation on the contents of internet. 7ake South  Yovrea as
an example, this solution succeeds as their crime vate is veally low. Also, par-
ents can install filter software to control the NV'et contents and time. 7 hough
such policies wouldn’t be implemented in the near future, teenagers should learn
to manage their time properly.

All in all, as a teenager, J prefer that teens take part in move outdoor
activities such as playing bhall games or camping to keep themselves sociable.
7/ hese can avoid staying in front of the computer for a long period of time.
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Showing results for “Steve Jobs”
INTRODUCTION
Steve Jobs, Father of Digital Revolution, Master of innovation and a design perfectionist.
Personal computer, widescreen smartphones with touch controls, mp3 players, tablet computers are the kinds of products
we see every day, but you may not know that these products are all invented by Steve Jobs.
Steve was born on February 24, 1955. He was abandoned by his parents right after he was born. He didn’t have a wonderful
childhood, he didn’t even finish his college. Nobody thought that he would be a successful person at that time.
When Steve was 21, he invented his first personal computer and he decided to call it “Apple”. That computer didn’t have a
screen or a mouse, it could only show information by indicator lights. In the same year, Apple Computer Inc. was founded.

MACINTOSH - A REVOLUTIONARY PRODUCT

In late 1970s, Steve took over a small project called “Macintosh”. It was supposed to be a cheap, easy to use computer, or
“as easy to use as a toaster’. Macintosh was released in 1985, and is one of the first computers to have the Graphic User In-
terface (GUI) function, which means the user can use a mouse to control the computer instead of text commands, or known
as “What you sees, what you get”. The Macintosh changed our way to use a computer, it is still a hugely popular product
nowadays and the GUI is still widely used by different computer manufacturers.

Modern Successes - THE IPod

IPod was first released on October 23, 2001. The major innovation of iPod is that it is small but has capacity with 5 - 10
gigabytes. It was quite impossible at that time. Before the end of 2001, more than 100,000 iPods were sold. Because of the
success of iPod, apple thus became the major player in the music industry and it was preparing the road for the coming
iPhones and ITunes.

Our life habits have changed since the | - Products were invented

In the past, browsing the internet with a mobile phone seems impossible. However, Steve Jobs proved that it was possible
and the more new functions are coming soon in the nearly future.

Since I-products were invented, we can communicate with others by using some applications on Iphones and use video calls
so that we can keep in touch with those people who are working or studying in foreign countries. Moreover, when we listen
to music, we have to play CD Rom in the past and it was extremely inconvenient for us to bring the CD Rom and the CD player
when listening to music outside. Because of the invention of ipods, we can save our favorite songs in the iPods and it is as
light as feather. Besides, it also introduced a trendy style to the music industry. We can download and buy songs in the inter-
net on ITunes.

How is Steve Jobs related to our school life?

In school, we always use computers to learn and computer was firstly invented by Steve Jobs. Computers and projectors are
installed in every single classroom. We can search for information using the computers in our school library. Wi-Fi service is
available for teachers all over our school campus. Steve Jobs helped us a lot on learning. Moreover, the electrical technolo-
gy has improved a lot in recent years, like faster and more user-friendly operating systems and computers with much better
performance.

Steve Jobs is also the father of Smartphone, first ever to invent smartphones with applications just like a computer in hand
with even more functions. We can watch news, movies, listen to music, play games, chat with anyone within our social
circles, and finish our homework with the aid of your smartphone. As we can see, Steve jobs’ contribution is difficult to be
ignored.



School Magazine

3157 ISSUE

Scientist? Scientist:
Scientists contribute a lot in devising new techology so as to make our life
more convenient. Physicists have a gift for creativity so that they are able to
invent with their high 1Q level. However, scientists are capable of tackling
problems that they may encounter while inventing with their gift. How about
their personal life? Do they know how to deal with relationships, daily needs
in their private life? And have you ever thought of scientists’ hobbies are
comic books and games-»

The BIG BANG THEORY, an American sitcom, is definitely a fascinating show
to demonstrate how physicists live in their own ways.

Sheldon Cooper with an 1Q of 187, Leonard Hofstadter with an 1Q of 173 are
both brilliant physicists. They are colleagues, best friends, and roommates.
They are also friends with their mechanical engineers Howard Wolowitz and
Rajesh Koothrappali. There is a deviation between their actual hobbies and
which you have imagined probably. Can you believe that they all are comic
books fans, playing video games. They are just total social misfit. Eventually,
they find their true love. However, Sheldon is still eccentric and see things in
an odd way.

This sitcom is well-known in USA and it premiered on CBS on September 2007
until now. You will discover more secrets of scientists’ daily life after watch-
ing Big Bang Theory. Maybe you can take this opportunity to give your grat-
itude to all of the scientists’s effort. Without them, we cannot enjoy the latest
smartphones, IProduct and the benefits that new techology brings to us. To
introduce this soap opera not only aims to share scientists’ life but also aims
to encourage all of you to experience TV programs and try our best to get in
touch with English. Learning English is fun, isn’t it»

The Big Bang Theory
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