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TIME TRAVELLING WITH
THE LITTLE PRINCE AND THE GLADIATOR
- HALF WAY THROUGH THE ALCHEMIST

It was a boiling summer. | travelled from the North
all the way to Spain, the homeland of the Spaniard,
General Maximus. Maximus was once the leader
of the Roman army and was appointed by the
Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, to help save Rome from
corruption. The power-hungry Prince tried to send
Maximus to death, yet eventually the general was
sold as a slave to Morocco, a Roman colony in
Africa across the Strait of Gibraltar.

Maximus might not be aware of the connection
between Europe and Africa as he was sold as a
slave and | am sure it was a scary ride. It might be
difficult in the past, but now Africais easier to reach
than one may imagine. There are plenty of options
available and a high-speed ferry goes almost
every hour. Spanish passport control is at the ferry
terminal and there is a Moroccan passport control
onboard, though it was not surprising my HKSAR

MISS TO TIN YUI, NATHALIE

passport took longer than the other travellers'’.

Spain is known for its culture, fine food, art and
architecture. The Spanish culture has introduced
the world to Flamenco music and dance, Spanish
guitars, bullfighting and football. Only 8 miles apart,
Spain and Morocco are coastal neighbours, but
indeed, they're worlds apart. You could experience
the mixed cultures and the journey starts on the
cross-strait ferry.

Coimbra  g,1amanca ) overnigh
.- % Avila
atalha ® @ Fatima L
i o€
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How | get to North Africa from Europe




I did not know much about the history of slave trade

Gladiator
GLA’IE‘IM:TOR (T ——— in Morocco. As described in the guidebook, The United
Call no: F SCA Kingdom of Morocco is a country rich in history, tradition
When a Roman general is and culture most of which is tied to Islam. The Arabic name
betrayed and his family for Morocco, means “far west” or “where the sun sets.” By
| murdered by an emperor’s . . . .
exploring different Moroccan cities, you can catch a glimpse
| corrupt son, he comes to ) ) ) ) .
Rome as a gladiator to of the country’s unique heritage, rich cultural diversity and
seek revenge. extensive natural resources.

| did not stay long in Tangier, the ferry pier of Morocco, as my
ey o mission was to follow the footstep of Santiago, the Alchemist,
ﬁ.ﬁ;’ J to set off on the trip of a lifetime — a journey across the sea
and sand. Sahara Dessert was my destination. It has some of
the most beautiful, spectacular and dramatic scenery in the

world. | experienced true camel treks and desert tours with

all the magic of the world'’s largest hot desert.

&R-EEN-E
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| would never forget the day my camel and | “You - you alone will have the stars as no one
camped under the starry night sky in the middle else has them..In one of the stars | shall be
of Sahara, where the aviator met the Little Prince. living. In one of them | shall be laughing. And
“The house, the stars, the desert — what gives so it will be as if all the stars were laughing,
them their beauty is something that is invisible!” when you look at the sky at night..You - only
It was the most stunning night ever, as | could you - will have stars that can laugh.”

almost picture the Little Prince sitting on the sand -Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince

dunes, telling me the story about his own planet -
Asteroid B-612. The next morning when the dawn
broke | rode on the camel again to see the desert
awaken by the very first ray of sunlight. When |
realized that the Little Prince had already gone,
the desert became “the loveliest and saddest

landscape in the world.”

Lonely Planet city guide
Call no: 914.731 LON

: Lonely Planet city guide
"":'&1 book is your passport to
y the most relevant, up-to-
date advice on what to see

* and skip, and what hidden

discoveries await you.

Lonely Planet —
the guidebooks | used in my trip
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LITTLE PIGS

E4:Five Little Pigs
{E% : Agatha Christie
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6A Christopher Lee

L

It's a great pleasure to share the book, which is
one of my favorite fictions. It's named “The Book Thief”.
It based on the year 1939, Nazi Germany. A girl, Liesel
Meminger was separated from her own family, and was
adopted in the house of her foster parents. Unfortunate-
ly, she couldn't read and write, as results in being bullied
at school. Thus, her kind foster father taught Liesel to
study, all started from the book she received.

Liesel had a huge fervor to books and knowledge,
then, she started to steal books that were being burnt by
the Nazi Party. Meanwhile, the mayor’s wife discovered
Liesel and very admired her courage. So, she allowed Lie-
sel to visit her library and reading her books in exchange
of Liesel’s service. Those two friends she met, Rudy and
Max, they also helped her to study and write. After a long
period, Liesel was grown up a knowledgeable girl.

Well, these are the contents. But what really at-
tracts me most in this book? Neither writing style, nor
creativity, it is about the inspiration from the charac-
ters. Take Liesel as an example, as a student, she took
her responsibilities to study books and do revisions, in
order to get a better result at school. Obviously, she is
same with us as a student, may be even younger than us.
Shouldn't we maintain a positive attitude to study hard
in daily school life? There is no question, because it is our
duty, our mission.

Besides, the book also told us an important mes-
sage. It is “The power of learning cannot be destroyed”.
Apparently, Liesel had such power. Even in desperate

breathiaking scope,

masterfully told’ g times, like the Nazi looked into the books she stole, she

Guardian

didn’t give up, but stood back up again and again. Not
without the determination can you succeed, we all here
carried a burden, ourselves, students have to face the
pressure of education. However, | believe that whatever
studies, your hobbies, or your dream, learn things with a
passion heart will achieve your final targets.

At last, | would like to end with a quote by Mahat-
Title: The book Thief ma Gandhi,

Author: Markus Zusak - “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you
Call no: F ZUS i were to live forever.”
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m 3. What is the meaning of the Arabic name for Morocco?
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