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Local customs

Reading a travel guide book is the fastest and most direct way to get to know a place.

Salesian Reading Festival — )
Reading Hong Kong However, to truly understand a place, outsiders are encouraged to stay there for some

Reading is a window to the  time and live with its culture. Hong Kong is often perceived as a busy city with
world. Since last year, the
young  generation  are traditional Chinese customs, which are a mixture of Buddhism, Taoism, folk religion

becoming more aware. o .
and others. Spirituality varies from person to person, and can be more common

To encourage students know

better about Hong Kong among elderly members of the population. These customs are less common among
from various perspectives, ) o .

the Reading Promotion the younger generations as some of them no longer fit in the generation’s lifestyle.
Team has introduced a new
event  ‘Salesian  Reading
Festival’ with the theme
‘Reading Hong Kong’.

Nevertheless, these customs are still observable in two special occasions every year,
namely, Ching Ming Festival and Chung Yeung Festival, when people pay tributes to
Sl il (5o @igasadl @ their ancestors. Incense is burned and food is offered up to the god of land in order

local literatures, history and

ol i to gain protection from their ancestors. In daily life, these customs are often seen
SOocCial 1ssues.

among the elderlies who do these to show their respect to the gods.
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Certain customs are tied to specific festivals: during the Hungry Ghost
| Festival, it's believed by some to be unlucky to go out during the evening, as
" the ghosts will follow you around and bring you bad luck. Joss paper may

be burned to please the ghosts, and thus bring peace to the households.
During Chinese New Year, there are plenty of lion dances that scare away
bad spirits; many housing estates and office buildings organize a lion dance

through the whole building. On some occasions, lettuce is hung up as an offering to the lion.

The city's colonial background also influences some of its present-day customs: some Hong Kongers have
adapted the British-style afternoon tea and they eat an egg tart or other pastry and milk tea at around 3:15

p.m. every day.

SOUTHEAST & - -

Tipping is discretionary at restaurants while

a 10% service charge is almost always added

MoNGOLA > to the bill. Customers can feel free to leave

==

e ™

more but many owners do not
allow servers to keep the money. Instead,

the money goes to the restaurants.

Tipping a taxi driver is neither obligatory
nor expected. However, it’s common for the
drivers to round off the fare to a whole
number. They may thus keep the 50 cents in
change. Bills are available upon request, so
customers are encouraged to check it.

89(% \: Thailand highest
percentage of tippers in ; tipping is perceived @ At hotels, a little something (HK $10-20) for
as rude,

the Asia/Pacific region,
the valet or room service staff is typical, and

appreciated. Be sure to have some small bills

"
A/
B @ .
: A v for this purpose. For beauty and spa treat-
L 4

In Indidq, I ;g
less than INR 300,

then a 10% tip is expected.

ments, tips of $20 to $50 are

Cambodia,

$1 per diner to the server. generally expected.
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Journey through books
Written by Mr. Kwan Cheuk Yin

Some say there is nothing nicer than sharing a book with a

friend. I share the same belief and 1 usually enjoy doing
sharing a mesmerizing story in hand. It makes me feel secure.

Nonetheless, sharing empty-handed can be as meaningful.

Reading can be most appropriately compared to as a lifelong quest for knowledge and pleasure. Imagine
yourself as a new-born baby. You hear the first sound in your life. Your nose sniffs around to take in the
first smell. Your limbs move in order to get to know the world around you. They grip anything available in
the surroundings. No babies can resist the temptation to experience and understand the brand new world.
It is so fresh, so exciting and it is simply too tempting to resist. Sometime later, you learn to muster
meaningless sound and not long after, the first language. As a Hong Konger, we live in a place with a
colonial background. Under the British governance, we share a long history with many other colonies as a
bilingual community. The Chinese translation of ‘taxi’, ‘bus’, ‘humour’ and ‘size’ shows the language’s

influence on us before we even know that they are the literal translation from English.

Chinese: " 55 |
Chinese: /& | %

English: Rob
English: Court

Chinese: 2#f&

English: Burglary
Chinese: " ¥ | &

English: Charge




Having been ‘loaned’ may suggest our weakness in war, but the weakness in the past turns out favour us in

the modern world. It provided the locals with an opportunity to learn an international language; thus,
most of us have been nurtured in a bilingual environment as early as the age of two, or latest three. This is
as well the very same age when we learnt to speak our mother language, and it is not long before we set
sailing our English reading journey. All of the boys in our school have been learning English for more than
ten years, sadly though, some of them still find it a mountain too high for them to climb. Therefore, they
refrain from reading English and gradually the language becomes distant to them. Sometimes, they become
more and more desperate and unmotivated as they advance in school. Eventually, reading English books

becomes seemingly inaccessible to them. Their reading journey ends prematurely.

Isn’t it a pity! To me, knowing two languages but using only one of them is like blocking one of our eyes
with our hand. It is watching only one TV channel out of two available or choosing between two choices
while the MC question offers four. It is also unimaginable for me that people give up on a skill that they
have been learning since childhood without trying to overcome the obstacles which are often put under

microscope. | suggest students start with short reading passages or some topics which interest them, fof |

example current issues or works of a certain genre.

ombination of all

tinual lifelong ques
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Book Recommended by Teacher

‘Does My Goldfish Know Who | Am?’

Recommended by Ms. To Tin Yui

Do you have a pet! When I taught my S.2 class about animals and pets, some students told me that they had

a dog, some told me they kept a tortoise, some of them kept a fish, and I have a hamster at home.

Have you ever wonder if your pet knows who you are! I am pretty sure that my hamster doesn’t know that I

am his master. He is always looking for food only and he dislikes my hands. So, what about goldfish?

The book ‘Does My Goldfish Know Who I Am?’ asks many funny questions. For example, “Will monkey ever
turn into man?’, ‘Do spiders speak?’, “Why are kiwis hairy?’, “‘When lightning hit the sea, why don’t fish die?’,
‘Why doesn’t the MONALISA have eyebrows!”, “What do newspaper do when there is no news?”, “Why
doesn’t my daddy ever win the Mark 67, “Why do butterflies fly like they don’t know where they are going?’,
‘Does your hair grow when you are dead?”, and questions like ‘If oranges are called oranges, why aren’t ba-

nanas called yellows?’.

Have you ever asked any similar questions? If you have a younger brother or sister asking you ‘how does a
baby choose if it is a boy or a girl”’, how would you answer them? These are all funny questions asked by little
children. Yes, you may find these questions very funny and perhaps, a little stupid. Some of you may think
that they don’t have any answers. But what [ have learnt from the book is, there is no such thing as stupid

questions. If you think they are stupid, perhaps you are not smart enough to answer them!

e When I vawn, why do people near me vawn too?

’ S \You yawn when your brain becomes a little bit hotter than it

/ —\ needs to be to work well. Yawning helps cool the blood
\

on its way to your brain. It helps you feel more alert and

\ focus better.

Mt often happens at the moment you realise it is time
I for action after you've been sitting around not doing

J much. For instance, paratroopers often yawn just

/ before they jump out of a plane into enemy territory.

N 7 The reason yawning is “contagious” is to get everyone in

SN > the group ready to be more active.




Actually, these questions make a lot of sense; and in this book,
these interesting questions are answered by many professional
experts. The questions are collected from primary schools across
the UK and some of the greatest experts are giving short and clear
answers. So this is a book that is pretty easy to read. The answer to
each question is about one page long, so you can have very

straightforward answers. Does My Goldfish Know Who | Am?

[ also have learnt a lot reading this book because I am quite weak Author: Gemma Elwin Harris

in science, but this book explains quite a number of questions Publisher: Faber & Faber

which introduce science concepts in a fun and easy way.

So after all, does your goldfish know who you are! According to the answers provided by a Biology
Doctor, people always say goldfish have three seconds memories, but actually they can learn all kinds of
things quite well, and remember them for quite a long time! Like many other animals, they need to learn
and remember the skills so that they can stay alive, which is not a surprising fact. But fish live in a very
different world from us. We may wonder if the goldfish knows who your mum or your dad is, your brother
or it's you by seeing or looking at us from the fish tank. To fish, smelling and touching are two other
important senses. If you have a pet, you know it becomes excited when you try to feed it. Your goldfish can
probably recognize you when you come close to the fish tank. It may not know your face, but it is possible

that it can tell by listening to your footsteps.

Why do mosquitoes only bite some people? e S N
/

Mosquitoes have a really powerful sense of smell and ¢ .
Sorry, mosdvito... \

are attracted to chemicals we release from our /
bodies. One of them is carbon dioxide, and both |
women and larger people tend to breathe out more |

of this gas. The more that’s breathed out, the easier ‘\

it is for mosquitoes to find you.
o | ‘\ EVERYBODY WATES Nou.
Also, mosquitoes like some chemicals more than \
others. So if you produce the kind of chemicals they <
don’t like, they can act as a shield to protect you. S e
—y
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Books Recommended by ““Harvard Book Prize Winners”’

‘
Paper Swans
Author: Jessica Thompson
- Recommended by Law Ho Yin 5E (16)

This book is about a love story between the two main characters, Ben and Effy. Ben who was a
handsome talented workaholic worked for the great company called Ossa PR. Although he was living
in a playboy lifestyle, he could not fall in love with anyone, because he was feeling guilty due to his first
girlfriend’s death led by his mistake. However, coincidentally, he met Effy in an event because the
company that Ben worked for was going to help Effy’s charity Dafina Kampala. Ben fell in love with
Effy, but he was so afraid to tell the truth of his past and the fact that he had been involved in the oil
company project that Effy hated the most. After some time, Effy found out that he was a liar, so they
broke up. Ben tried to save their relationship, but Effy was devilishly angry so she didn’t
forgive Ben. Ben tried to commit suicide; fortunately, Effy showed up on time and stopped Ben.

Ben decided to come clean with Effy about his past, then they fell in love again.

The purpose of this book is to tell the readers what love is, how it works
and how to forgive oneself and carry on. Love is a magical medicine. In
| my perspective, love can heal the wounds no matter how painful and
deeply-embedded in our mind the past is. The love between Ben and

Effy showed our wounds can be healed when someone finds his love.

~

The most important thing in a relationship is trust, If you are hiding
J ESS C A I HOMPS ON something from your partner, things will get much worse. Last but not
least, I learnt that sometimes what I have done something wrong, and

feel guilty; I should not be so stubborn. I should try to forgive myself,

and let the past fade.

The Harvard Book Prize (the Prize) in Hong Kong was launched in 2004 and administered by the Harvard Club of Hong Kong
(The Club). The Prize is awarded annually to outstanding students in the next-to-graduating class who demonstrate excellence

in scholarship and achievements in other non-academic areas.

j 'Qsi‘



Author: R.J. Palacio

Wonder

- Recommended by Wong Wai Kit 5C (29)

The story talks about a little boy called August, who was a ten
year-old child. He wanted to be an ordinary kid just like the others.
However, he had a mush-up face since he was born and it made him R4 B’gf&flaf
being stared and laughed at in his childhood. Although his parents
tried hard to protect him from being laughed at, he needed to go to a primary school in order to get
better education. Unfortunately, he made most of the schoolmates and parents afraid of him, which

made him felt upset and helpless.

When they joined a summer camp and saw August being bullied by senior from students, they had
helped August to escape from those people. After that, his schoolmates started to notice that August

was not as scary as they thought, as he was a funny and cool guy despite his appearance.

At last, the whole school accepted him as one of them and August finally started his happy school live.
When I first read the title of the book, it’s hard to realize what “WONDER” mean. However, after
reading the book, I think there are two meanings. First, he had the power to move people’s heart,
including the characters and readers. Although he was being bullied because of his appearance, his
kindness made people get close to him at the end of the story, which was out of his parents’

expectation.

Besides, it reminds me not to determine a
person’s worth depending on his appearance; as
DO""I' '“DGE one’s appearance has nothing to do with his ability

A BESSx and personality. There are lots of average-looking
BY l'l':s <vER people with incredible ability. I think this book has
power to change the people’s mind, which lead us

to think if it is fair to use one’s appearance as a

standard to judge people.




#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Mitch Albom

Authaor

I Tuesdays with Morrie

The Five People You Meet in Heaven
Author: Mitch Albom

i

- Recommended by Lee Chin Ming 5E (17)

Do you want to know more about the principle of life! If you do,

youmeet in heaven

heaven may be the answer. I am going to share a book called “The Five

People You Meet in Heaven”. It is a philosophical book written by

Mitch Albom.

The story talks about Eddie who fixed machines in an amusement park, Ruby Pier. He spent almost his
whole life working in the park where he didn’t want to stay another minute. He ever wanted to leave the
park and began anew, but his broken leg smashed his plan. Until one day, Eddie was dead in order to
save a little girl from an accident. Then, he got into heaven where he met five people. Some were known

to Eddie, some not. In fact, they crossed Eddie’s path and let him comprehended the value of life.

[ was mostly impressed by the character, Captain, who was one of the five people that Eddie met in
heaven. Captain, along with Eddie, served in the army together and Captain was Eddie’s commander.
Once, they retreated together from a war in the Philippines. On the way, the road dropped off unevenly
and roughly on each side. Captain probed in the front to sniff out for dangers but was accidentally split

by a landmine into patches.

His sacrificing his life to save his teammates reflected that he was valiant and self-sacrificing and I

P J)\x. decided to learn from him. In daily life, many

P, people sacrifice their time to assist me.

Teachers sacrifice their time to teach me. My
parents sacrifice their time to cultivate me. The
assistance | got made me who I am. I will
sacrifice my spare time to help the people who
are in need. For example, I would contribute
to the work of the charity and try to be a

.- i ‘Q selfless person to put the welfare of others first.

10



Magazine

National Geographic Traveler
Recommended by Mr. Cheng Kwok Kin

There are heaps of ways for us to relax. Some like sleeping.
Some are fond of reading books. Travelling may also be a choice
for most of us to slope off. Lonely Planet is the must-buy book for travelers. It is the largest travel guide book
in the world. Its extensive coverage of top-rated hotels, excellent cuisines and great tourist spots attract travel

lovers to buy one before their trips.

Besides Lonely Planet, good news to everyone that the school library has subscribed to a new magazine since
September this year entitled “National Geographic Traveler”. Each issue of the magazine
recommends highlight attractions from different countries in the world. The cover story of February / March
issue 2015 focuses on Kerry, most westerly county in Ireland. It offers detailed information about what to do,

where to stay, where to eat and what to read.

What is different between the newly-subscribed magazine and Lonely Planet is you are taken to travel to SEE

the spectacular world rather than to READ the world. Its magnificent pictures must catch your eye and you

would definitely convince your parents to book a trip right away.

Traveling is a good means for relaxing as well as learning. Before we save up enough money for a trip, what
you can do now is to borrow an issue from the library and make a list of places you must visit
before you die. Take action and be a smart traveler!

Best Tours in Africa 2015 Best Tours in Europe 2015

NATIONAY \
GEOGRAPHIC

A giraffe grazes in Serengeti Na- Kayakers explore clear Adriatic wa-
tional Park, Tanzania. ters edging Dubrovnik, one of seven
Photograph by Patrick J. Endres, World Heritage sites in Croatia.

Photograph by Holger Leue, Corbis
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1. In which two festivals do Hong Kong people pay tributes to their ancestors?

2. Which travel magazine has been subscribed by the school library since September?

3. In the book “The Five People You Meet in Heaven”,
what is the name of the amusement park that Eddie worked in?
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