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Reading strategy:
Guessing Meaning from Context A

We always face unfamiliar words when reading a book or passage.
How can we guess the meaning from the context even we do not
know those words? S

Look at this sentence...

——

Most of us learn basic facts about the human brain in
our middle or high school /instillik classes.
/

What does instiflik mean?

What do you do when you are reading a text and you do not understand a
specific word? Look it up in the dictionary?

¢ Infact, instillik is not a word in English. So dictionary does not help!

¢+ Even if the word is in the dictionary, there are problems...

¢+ Sometimes the definition is confusing.

¢ Dictionaries slow down your reading speed.

Step 1: Deduction o Instillik relates to classes, human brain,
Iz and facts. How?

What does the sentence concern? ¢ Instillik is a type of class in high school.

Which words does the unknown * Instillik classes are about the brain.

word seem to relate to? ¢ We learn facts about the brain in instillik
classes.
Step 2: Part of Speech
+ Instillik modifies the noun “classes”. FaRFF I
¢ What part of speech modifies a noun? What part of speech is the
ADJECTIVE! unknown word?
BN Is it a noun, verb, adjective, or
?
Step 3: Guess synonyms adverb?
R KW

¢ Types of classes — math? Science? reading?
What words could fit in the place .

T (e R D Study of the brain?...Science class?

\ |,
If your guessing is “/nstillik=science’, you are close to the answer! In N -
fact, /instillik means biology! This shows how we read a passage with =
unknown words by guessing meaning from context. Don’t be afraid of s
unknown words and try to read more English! -{

Reference: Jonathan's ESL World website
Edited by Chan Lik Hang
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1. Who is the author of the Lord of the J.R.R. Tolkien
2. When was the story The Hobbit written? 1937
3. Where did Mr. Sherlock Lau take his Table-tennis
classes for the English Book Fair? area
4. How many books did Miss To Tin Yui 3
recommend? )
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